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The significance of water in Canada’s past, present, and future could not possibly be 
over-stated. Under-appreciated, yes, but over-stated, no.  For thousands of years 
water has shaped the physical and human geography of this country, and it is highly 
likely that  for many generations to come water will continue to play a critical role in 
the evolution of Canada’s economic geography,  transportation geography,  urban 
geography, physical geography, agricultural geography, cultural geography, social 
geography, industrial geography, medical geography, and tourism geography.  
 
By way of brief explanation about the importance of water to Canada, and why water 
has such a profound impact on every aspect of this country’s geography, it is 
necessary to reflect only for a moment about two aspects of the water situation in 
Canada. 
 
First, there is the massive presence of water throughout many parts of the nation. 
We have oceans on three coasts --  (Atlantic (east), Arctic (west), Pacific west) --, the 
Great Lakes in the middle, a number of huge rivers flowing north, south, east, and 
west (e.g., St. Lawrence, Mackenzie, North Saskatchewan, South Saskatchewan, 
Saskatchewan, Fraser, Ottawa, Churchill, Columbia, Liard, Red, Nelson, Assiniboine, 
Albany, Severn, Athabasca, Skeena), thousands of smaller rivers, and many, many 
thousands of lakes of all sizes, including the world’s largest freshwater lake on an 
island in a freshwater lake. 
 
Those water bodies affect where we live, where we work, where we grow food, where 
we obtain fish and seafood, where we go on holidays, where we travel, where we get 
rain and snow, where we get our water to drink, where we get water for industrial 
and commercial activities, where we ‘dump’ water from sewage treatment plants, 
where we skate on lakes and rivers, where trees and grass grow, and where frogs, 
ducks, geese, and other creatures hang out.  

Second, there are growing concerns about both the continuing quantity and quality 
of Canada’s water supply at the regional level, and the many known and unknown 
geographical effects that could arise as a result of the changes in water supply and 
water demand. By way of illustration, climate change and especially global warming 
and variations in weather patterns will cause many changes, increased demand for 
water in the U. S. could be problematic, overdrawing of water from aquifers could be 
seriously damaging, and  increased urbanization along with loss of wetlands has 



major implications for increased demand for water on the one hand, and increased 
water runoff, flooding, and loss of water quality on the other. 

As suggested above, it seems impossible to over-state the importance of water to 
Canada’s social, economic, and environmental well-being. In addition, however, it 
also seems impossible to over-state the intimate connection between water and 
geography in towns, cities, and in the transportation, fishing, agricultural, extractive, 
tourist, energy, and forestry sectors in regions across Canada. 
 
I believe that the websites featured for Water Day 2008 do an excellent job of 
discussing and demonstrating the connection between water and geography. 
Thanks are given to Bob Patrick, University of Saskatchewan, for his assistance in 
selecting the websites and contributing to the descriptions of website contents. The 
descriptions provide a context and frame of reference for choosing which websites 
to visit, and perhaps for deciding which ones to view in which order. 
 
The Water Chronicles 
http://www.water.ca/ 
 
The Water Chronicles website is, in a word, astounding!  This excerpt from the Services 
link indicates the bounty of information available at http://www.water.ca/ 
 
BWA Maps 
 
Water.ca national maps give you an overview of water issues across Canada, including: 
Boil Water (yellow dots) Do Not Consume (red dots), Water Shortage (purple dots) and 
cyanobacteria contamination or Blue-Green Algae (cyan dots) advisories. 
Our provincial map gives you more detailed information on the location and reason for the 
advisory. Water.ca checks all official national, provincial and municipal water advisory 
sources twice a day. The date posted on each provincial map indicates the latest advisory 
change for that province.”  
 
As suggested by those remarks, The Water Chronicle is a top-notch research and media-
savvy organization that provides timely, high-quality information about all aspects of water 
in Canada, has a clear understanding of the geography-water connection from coast to 
coast to coast to borders, and knows how to effectively combine text and graphics to create 
website materials to tell the water story. As for maps, check out these links.  

Go to Maps 
Go to Advisory info 

Closing note: http://www.water.ca/ also provides access to the audio records of interviews 
with panels of experts. One program titled Climate Change and Transportation (go to the 
audio section and click on the link) included an opportunity to mention GAW 2008 to the 

http://www.water.ca/map-graphic.asp
http://www.water.ca/bigpicture.asp


show’s producer, and the CAG’s Water Day, GAW 2008, may get a mention in The Water 
Chronicles on November 18. 

Great Lakes St-Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources Agreement 
http://www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/eau/grandslacs-en/2005/index.htm 
 
The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin occupies a central place in the economic, 
environmental. social, cultural, political, transportation, and   historical geography of water 
in Canada, and this website maintained by the Quebec Ministry of Développement durable, 
Environnment et Parcs is an excellent place to visit to learn more about the various 
geographical aspects of  water throughout the Great Lakes and up the St.Lawrence to the 
Atlantic Ocean. For the purposes of Water day 2008, attention is drawn to the section on 
Regional  Water Conservation and Efficiency Objectives, and the links which provide 
numerous explicit and implicit references to the water-geography connection (Regional 
water conservation and efficiency objectives were adopted by The Regional Body on 
December 4 , 2007). 
  
Geographers may be particularly interested in examining the Agreement, which refers to 
such features as 

•  Sustainable development objectives.  
•  Joint initiative of the States and Provinces to protect shared waters.  
•  Integrated management approach and common decision-making rules.  
•  Joint definition of objectives and initiatives in the Basin.  
•  Prohibition of Diversions.  
•  Prevention of massive transfers of water.  
•  Assessment of the cumulative impacts of water withdrawals.  
•  Precaution and climate change.  

The Meewasin Valley Authority (MVA)  
http://www.meewasin.com/ 
 
The MVA is “A conservation organization dedicated to conserving the natural and cultural 
heritage resources of the South Saskatchewan River Valley in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
and area.”  In partnership with the province (SK), the city (Saskatoon), and the University 
(U of S), this organization “undertakes programs and projects in river valley education, 
development and conservation.” MVA engages with land developers and city departments 
with an interest in conserving and protecting the valley resources in the face of urban 
renewal and expansion.  The urban geography of Saskatoon is greatly influenced by the 
activities of the Meewasin Authority 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.glslregionalbody.org/index.aspx
http://www.glslregionalbody.org/Docs/Misc/ConservationEfficiency_Objectives.pdf
http://www.glslregionalbody.org/Docs/Misc/ConservationEfficiency_Objectives.pdf





