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Framing 

Over the past two decades, queer migration has emerged as a vital field of inquiry, drawing attention to 
the specific trajectories, exclusions, and lived realities of LGBTQI+ individuals in contexts of global 
mobility (Luibhéid and Cantú, 2005; Cantú, 2009; Chávez, 2013; Carrillo and Fontdevila, 2014; Mole, 
2021; Jones, 2023). Scholarship has illuminated how queer migrants navigate departure, asylum, 
integration, and identity transformation, with a central focus on border regimes shaped by 
heteronormative and homonormative logics—especially within SOGI (Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity) asylum systems (Murray, 2014; Akin, 2017; Giametta, 2017; Tschalaer, 2019; 
Shakhsari, 2020; Danisi et al., 2021; Cesaro, 2023; Bouchet-Mayer and Ferez, 2024; Hamila, 2025; Lunau 
and Schröder, 2025). Yet, as Charles (2023, 2024) has noted, relatively little attention has been paid to how 
queer migrants inhabit transnational social spaces—the lived, affective, and material ties that span countries of 
origin, settlement, and beyond—after they have migrated. This gap is especially notable given the long-
standing engagement of queer and LGBTQI+ studies with transnationalism. 

Foundational debates on queer globalization and imperialism (Altman, 1996; Massad, 2002; Puar, 2007; 
Jackson, 2009; Perreau, 2018), the global circulation of sexual identity categories (Boellstorff, 2005; Roux, 
2009), transnational activism (Ayoub and Patternote 2014; Manalansan, 2006; Cruz-Malavé & 
Manalansan, 2002), and North–South intimacies (Lewin & Leap, 2009; Nixon, 2015; Mitchell, 2016; Padilla, 
2019) have laid the groundwork for a robust transnational critique. However, these interventions have 
often centred macro-level dynamics and asymmetrical global relations, sidelining the everyday 
practices, attachments, and tensions through which queer migrants enact, negotiate, and contest 
belonging across borders. This special issue aims to address this gap by queering the field of migrant 
transnationalism—foregrounding how LGBTQI+ migrants shape and are shaped by transnational 
connections, and how such practices reshape our understandings of queerness, space, and migration. 
The central contribution of this special issue is to theorize, through innovative empirical research, the 
mutual constitution of queer sexuality and transnational social spaces. 

Queering Transnational Social Spaces 

 

We begin by queering the concept of transnational social space, a central notion in migration studies that refers to 
the enduring social practices and identifications connecting geographically distant but socially linked 
locales (Smith and Guarnizo 1998; Faist, 2000, 2015; Levitt and Jaworsky, 2007; Satzewich and Wong 
2011; Ma Mung 2012; Schmoll, 2017; Zéphirin 2018; Lacroix, 2019; Audebert 2020, 2022). While this 
concept has been instrumental in analyzing migrant networks and attachments, it often relies on 
heteronormative assumptions about kinship, belonging, and mobility. By introducing a queer lens, we 
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ask: how do sexuality and gender non-conformity transform the ways transnational spaces are 
inhabited, claimed, and contested?  
 
Feminist geographers have long challenged celebratory narratives of transnationalism by emphasizing 
how power is distributed unevenly across spatial and social hierarchies (Pratt & Yeoh, 2003; Pessar & 
Mahler, 2003; Schmoll, 2017). Drawing from Pessar and Mahler’s (2003) notion of gendered geographies of 
power—itself informed by Massey’s (1994) theorization of power geometries—and building on the 
work of queer geographers who advocate for a multiscalar approach of sexuality research (Brown and 
Browne, 2016), we propose the concept of sexualised geographies of power. This framework foregrounds how 
queer migrants’ positionalities—as racialized, sexualized, and gendered subjects—shape their 
attachments, exclusions, and strategies across transnational terrains. Contributions may explore how 
these social spaces are produced and contested through affect, legal regimes, familial expectations, and 
uneven flows of capital and desire. 

Living Between Worlds: Queer Identity and Transnational Belonging 

Queer migrants often maintain enduring and complex ties with countries of origin through kinship, 
diasporic networks, and affective or digital connections (Camminga and Marnell, 2022; Charles, 2024). 
These ties shape their negotiations of belonging and queerness in migrant reception contexts, creating 
new forms of visibility and vulnerability (Chossière, 2024; Yang, 2024). For some, this results in the 
strategic performance of normative roles in one space and queer identities in another—what Eboko 
and Awondo (2013) term “sexual nomadism.” Others may invert this pattern, concealing queerness in 
host societies while maintaining queer relationships transnationally (Charles, 2023). 
 
This special issue seeks scholarship that interrogates how queer migrants navigate identity across these 
intersecting geographies. How do they experience queerness in contexts shaped by competing social 
expectations, legal frameworks, and affective obligations? What forms of agency, disidentification, or 
resistance emerge from these negotiations? How do class, race, nationality, gender, age, and legal status 
shape these experiences? And how do queer migrants themselves shape cultural imaginaries and sexual 
norms in their countries of origin—whether through remittances, digital engagement, or activism? We 
welcome contributions that challenge spatial binaries between the “liberated” Global North and the 
“oppressive” Global South, and instead conceptualize queer transnationalism as a site of fluid, 
contested, and generative identity-making. 

Spatial Practices and the Everyday Lives of Queer Migrants 

In response to Mahler’s (1999, p. 713) call to “push the transnational gaze deeper into the ‘stuff ’ of 
everyday life,” this special issue invites contributions that examine how queer migrants’ transnational 
connections are spatially grounded. How do cross-border ties shape their everyday geographies in 
countries of arrival—at the national, urban, or neighbourhood scale? How are their relationships to 
diasporic spaces, LGBTQI+ venues, NGOs, or informal networks informed by these ties? 
 

We are particularly interested in how queer migrants create or avoid specific spaces as they navigate issues 
of sexuality, safety, belonging, and visibility. These practices raise key questions for feminist and queer 
geography: how are identifications and disidentifications lived through place (Valentine, 2007)? How do 
trans-scalar dynamics—linking global flows to local embodiment— (Schmoll, 2017) intertwine in the lives 
of queer migrants? Finally, how do queer migrants inhabit digital spaces (Asante, 2018; Burgess et al., 
2016; Camminga, 2020; Duguay, 2022; Charles, 2023; Bayramoğlu, Szulc, and Gajjala, 2024)—via social 
media, dating apps, or activist platforms—as transnational tools for care, resistance, or connection? We 
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invite analyses that illuminate how digital and physical geographies shape queer migrants’ spatial 
practices, affects, and forms of relationality across borders. 

Border Regimes, Power, Legal Status, and Queer Resistance 

We also invite contributions that explore the entanglements between state power and queer transnational 
life. Global migration regimes are structured through intersecting inequalities of class, race, gender, 
sexuality, and nation, and are deeply shaped by North–South power asymmetries (Luibhéid and Cantú, 
2005; Manalansan, 2006; Cantú, 2009; Lee and Brotman, 2011; Carrillo, 2017; Murray, 2014; Lee, 2019; 
Andrikopoulos, 2023; Bhagat, 2023). Legal categories such as “asylum seeker,” “refugee,” “migrant 
worker,” “international student,” or “undocumented migrant” grant uneven access to protection, rights, 
and mobility (Satzewich, 2015; Audebert, 2017; Kyriakides et al., 2019; Cénat et al., 2020; Benhadjoudja et 
al., 2025). These bureaucratic regimes profoundly shape how queer identities are expressed or suppressed 
across national and transnational spaces (Sari, 2021; Charles & NGoumou, 2024; Chossière, 2021, 2024; 
Jones, 2023, 2025).  
 
At the same time, queer migrants often mobilize their transnational positionalities to contest and resist 
these power structures. Transnational queer networks have become important sites of political engagement, 
mutual support, and resistance to state-sponsored LGBTphobia (Chossière, 2022; Charles, 2023). 
Building on work on transnational queer activism (Ayoub & Bauman, 2018), this section invites 
explorations of how queer migrants enact counter-geographies of solidarity, challenge state narratives, or 
reimagine political belonging beyond the confines of national citizenship. How does queer 
transnationalism reconfigure our understanding of the state, rights, and power? 
 
We look forward to receiving innovative and geographically grounded research that advances queer, feminist, 
and migration scholarship through critical analysis of transnational queer lives, spaces, and power. 
 
 

Submission Guidelines and Timeline 

We intend to submit the special issue proposal to the journal Gender, Place & Culture: A Journal of Feminist 
Geography. The proposal will first be assessed for publication by the journal based on selected article 
abstracts. Please ensure that your proposal and abstract fall within the call for papers but also the scientific 
scope of the journal. 

Abstract submission: Please submit a 500-word abstract summarizing your argument, approach, 
methodology, queer migrant population, and fit within the issue’s themes by October 17, 2025, to guest 
editors florent.chossiere@parisgeo.cnrs.fr and carlo.charles@uwindsor.ca. 

Abstract selection: abstracts will be selected and contributors notified by November 3, 2025.                  

The special issue proposal will be submitted to the journal by November 14, 2025. 

First full manuscripts must be submitted for review by guest editors by March 16, 2026. 

Feedback on full manuscripts from guest editors will be shared with contributors by April 17, 2026. 

Revised manuscripts will be submitted to the journal by May 29, 2026. All articles will undergo the 
journal’s standard blind peer-review process. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cgpc20
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cgpc20
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cgpc20
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cgpc20/about-this-journal#aims-and-scope
https://www.tandfonline.com/journals/cgpc20/about-this-journal#aims-and-scope
mailto:florent.chossiere@parisgeo.cnrs.fr
mailto:carlo.charles@uwindsor.ca
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