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CANADIAN WOME N‘

AND GEOGRAPH /BRI Newsletter No. 3

This is the third rnmeweletter of  the Women and Geo
Study Group of the Canadian Aseccistion of Hecgraphers
newsletter now has = circulation of more than 100 members

CAGE members oan join the network and receive the newsietter

by indicsting they wish to be membars on their AR
memberehip form and including =n extra $3.00 with their CAG
memberehip fee, Hon CAG members are welcome, and can icin

ang receive the newsletters by sending #2.00 & vear to 5,
Mackenzie, Department of Geocgraphy, Ouesen’s University,
Eimgston, Ontaric, KFTL 3NE.

The group was fermed two wvears ago and has  three generval
FUITEA

fer

« . to moniter the status of women in the discipline;
. to encourasge rvesearch on women from & geographic
perspective; and

to  establish a3 research, discuesion, and
communication netwoark for thase in Canadian
geography concerned with women’s issues,

The aréup is “run’ by a veluntary co-ordinating
commi ttee, selfzelected at ocur annual business meeting held
st the CAG Annoal Meetings. Responsibility for the
newsletter circulates. Thie one is being produced by
menbers a3t Queen’s University.
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£in important part of the RN Aare regional
representatives Who report on news in thelr srea. Since the
last neweletter, Elaine Wheaston in  Sashatoon  and Audrey
Kobyashi in Montreal have agreed to act &z repressntatives
for their areas,. We €till need representatives from B.C.
ang the Maritimes,

* ¥ * * * * * A

Since  the group’s formation there has  been considerable
disecussion about i1ts future vole. While the three aims
cutlined above were agresd upon &t the initial meeting of
the group, discussion and correspondence since then hsve
gxpanded on these, The following attempts to sunmarize scome
ideas members have expressed ocver the lsst twe vears,

The group’s structure ie a loose network of women and men,
scademic and non-scacdemic geegraphers  and these in related
disciplines. Members became part of the network for one or”
more of the following reasons!

1. The most frequent reason is that membere feel o
need for & forum to facilitate communication among women and
men in Canads who are currently deing rvesearch en  women and
environment issues, oy research in the environmsntal
disciplines frem & feminiet perspective, or who fesl such
reseavech is relevant to their teaching, their ijobhs or their
lives. This retwork iz s&een as & way of sharing problems,




methode and reeulte., Thetre are & wide range of perspectives
represented by this group, but what we sll have in common is
& concern for questions of how and why women’s relaticnship
to envivonments is specifie, and about the nature of the
relationship betweesn gender and envivonment. Frevious work
has established that much of this ‘specificity’ is defined
By constraints on  women’s BCCEsSS to envirvonments, and the
obiject of many members is to help eliminate these
censtrainte,  through providing information to students, to
commun ity groups and through divrect  and indirect input into
planning policies. Therefare our reszezrch i, in most
cases, highly relevant and increasingly “applied’. In arder
to aid this communication, the newletter includes ressarch
ang  publication reporte, notes on pest and future
conferences In order to facilitate contact within and bevond
gaography., In order to extend thiz, we are intitisting &
research register (sge note belowi, and wisgh to publish
zhort course odtlines with biblicgraphise. Resders asre uged
to cend in notes on  current resesarch and  course ocutlinesy
iblicgraphies. (It may be necessary  to edit thess, -so
plexse indicate where vou car be contacted for further
infarmation).

&, Many pon-scsdemic gecgraphers are also members of
the network and feel the newsletter and meetings help them
keep in touch wWith developments in the discipline. Some of
these have asked that the newsietter include notes on issues
of dnterest to them which are not specifically  ‘women’s
igsues’ . We have done so in this newsletter.

2. The group slsc operates as a network within the
CAaG, providing & way  to meet with or contact people of
zimilar interests, and to mount sessions where we can share
OUT WoTh. The need for this is ewident, in fact, the
network is simost too successful, The number of  students
interested in working in this ‘ares far exceed available
faculty resources, ke are hoping to extend these resources,
both through providing substgftive information and  through
praviding information on the <ststue of  women in the
discipline. To thie end, we have initiasted & survey of
Camadian departments (zee below).

Ke encourage people toe comment on these comments, on the
newsiettey and garoup as & whole znd, sbove all, to keep in.
touch, The co-ovdinating group for the next Mewsletter will
be decided in Hanaimo. In the meantime, send communications
to the group ot Suzanne Mackenzie at (ueen’s.




RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Hazey, Mary Ellen and David R. Lee ; Her Gpare,
Her  “lacet A Gevgraphy of  Womeny  (ISEN
£-29291-172-1)  is  a Resource Fublication in
Geography available from the AAG.,  The forward to
the book promises that:

" In this unabashedly feminist  book,
Mazey and Lee use  traditional
geographical themes = spatial
distribution, spatial analysis,
diffusion, and the cultural landscape
&norg others - to svagest new directions
in the study of the geegraphy of women,
There are majer opportunities and
gbligations for human gecgraphers to
deal with feminist issues. This book
offers an important first step in that
cirecton.”

The book costs $9 (American} and is available

frems  Association of Americen Geographers, 1710

Zixteenth §t, N.MW., Washington, D.C., 20009,

FAG Committee on the Status of Homen in Beography:
Guide for Women Geographers Series 1984 entitled,
" lemen in a Male -~ Dominated Academic
Envirorsent:  the Experience of Being in a
Department Without Homen Faculty or as a Lone
Woman Faculty Member ", is now available free of
charge fror Jdanice Monk, Southwest Institute for
Research on  Women, 263 Modern  Languages,
University of Arizona, Tucsen, Arizona, 85721

Barten, hebbie; Housing in Ottawa - Carleton: A
Woman’s lssue 1982 , publisted by The Elizabeth
fry Society of Ottawa, 1954 Bank §t., K2P 1W7,

cost § 7.00,

tizClain, Janet and Cassie Doyle; Wemen and
Housing, published by James Lorimer, cost $6.99,
paperback.

Yakueh,  8.M.;  Restricted Access to Housing:
Diczrimination in Planning, Report to CHMC 1983,

Mizhaelson, William; The Impact of Changing
Komen’s Roles on  Transportation Needs and Usage,
Natienal Technical  Infermation  Service,
Springfield Virginia , 22ial

Michaelson, William; The Logistics of Maternal

- Employment:  Implications for Momen and their
Femilies, Child in the City Report No. 18,
October 1283, 134 pages, Cost $ 9,00 , printed by

University of Toronto Press.

Killiamson, L.; Industrial Restructuring, Local
Class  Structure and  Femsle Haged Labour in
Mersepside, MWorking Paper No. 32, University cf
Sussex, Brighten, England, BN130N.

Wellman, Barry; Domestic Work, Paid Werk and
Network, Research Paper No, 143, January 1934,
Centre for Urban and Community Studies, University
of Toronto. 63 pages for $ 3.50,

PAST CONFERENCES

bender, Leisure and Cultural Productions @n
inter-disciplinary Symposium sponsored by the
Spert and Leisure Studies Research froup, Queen’s
University, September 30 - October 1, 1983,

This conference was organized in responst to &
cencern that many of the traditional analytic
categories used in leisure studies ave inadequate
for uncerstanding the experience’ of woimen, ang
attempted te address some of these silences and
inadequacies, The symposium invelved schelars
whose recent work in cultural studies focuzzes on
theoretical questions concerning the relaticnship
of gender and leisure, while attempting to unite
Canadians with those working in Britain anc
fustralis, Many of the papers discusced these
issues in terms of alterations of time and space
patterns attendent upon changes in gender voles,
drawing upon and indicating new directions for
geoqraphic literature in this area. Participants
included Libby Darlison, Richard Bruneau, Anp
Hall, Derothy Hobson, Annette Kuhn, Heg Luxten,
Suzanne VMackenzie, Thelma McCormack, Angela
McRobbie and Wally Seccombe.

Proceedings are presently being prepared for
publication in book form. For further information
contact: Hart Cantelon, Scheol of Physical and
Health Education, Queen’s university, Kingston,
Ontarie, K7L 6.

Canadian Asscciation of Beographers, Ontario

Section,. MeoMaster University,. Hamilton, October

28, 1983, Special Sessicn on Women and Geography
This special session was a forum for vesearch
in the area of gender and eavironment, Becki Ross
from Queen’s Univerdity examined the spatial and
social activity patterns of women at home, at work
and in the eommunity,  She argued that ‘leisure’
had largely been defined in terms of male activity
patterns and that a redefinition of the geography
of leisure for women is essential, Her paper
chalienged the myth that the private sphere of the
home is 2 place of leisure. Jane Haddsd from
Queen’s presented a paper Jointly written with
Catrina Hendrichx, Suzanne Williams, Helen Knera
and Evelyn Peters, all of Queen’s. This paper
discussed their current vesearch investigsting the
needs of single parents ' receiving sccial
assistance in Kingston. Particular attention was
paid to the environmental barriers that these
women face in the pursuit of centinuing education




and employment.  (See note on this preject under
‘Current Research’).  Suzanne Williams of Queen’s
gsve z paper on the demand for daycare in Canzda.
She argued that the high demand was not being met
by <ctate provided centres and instead ‘Kentucky
Fried’ daycare centres were supplying this
pscential service to women in a similar fashion to
fast-food  chains, The commogification  of
& in many cates made the quality of
or and the prices high, thereby denying
to lew-income families. Jackie Wolfe of
i d a pager jeintly written with M.
ed a ‘A tentative model of female
i the rural-urban

outlining  the
: entrepreney
re rneoeczary  to study  women's

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

nuirenments Session at thie year’s
1 have five papers
ticipants and the

Dizcussant:  Suzanne Mackenzie

fbout Nztive Women®
*Evelyn Peters, ALl In The Family: Native Women
and Migration to the City®
#Catring  Hendricks, Do Poor MWomen Hove:
Implications For Theories Of Migration®
#Betty Sills, "Beholden To Ne-one:  Dowzgers and
Lang in Nerthern Ontarie, 1879 - 1839%°
#Fiena Themsen, "Towsrds an Histerical Analysis of
Homen Participating in Agricultural Chenge:
the Spatial Dimension®

hiere will also be a Study Group business meeting
sometime during the conference, and we will try teo
get together for z luncheon. Match for notices,

g
Fam anite, "1981 Cemsus: What It Can Tell Us

AAD Annual Meeting, April 22 -25, Kasningten, DLC,

The Specialty Broup on Geographic Perspectives an
Women and the Socialist Geography Specialty Group
will  jeintly sponsor,® Gender Relations and
Geegraphys  Special Panel Discussion *, April 23,

The <cession will cover the relations between
gender and environment which have been 3 reszarch
issue in geography for & cecade. Khile the
majority of such recearch has been concerned with
women as & specific population sub-group and has
been primarily empirvical, the implicit questions
it has raiced - those concerned with how gender
relations interact with envirenmental relations -
have widespread implications for the discipline as
a whele,  This work now appears to be entering 3
new stsge In itz development as resesrchers ave
beqinring to ouild upen the consicerable body of
enpirical work to develep & theoretical basis for
3 feminist informed geography, one  which
recognizes gencer as a paraweter of environmental
constitution znd change

; s &re azshing what empiriczl questions
sycn recegnition elicite and how it calls for &
moditication of current cesgraphic methodelegy,
Many people are also begingicg to explore the
relations of a feminist to current
debates on  the conceptual basis of fhuman -
historical materialist work,

» A growing number of
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It seems an opportune time to extend
discussions of the implication of feminist work
for the discipline as a whole by addressing the
question  of how gender relstions/  feminist
analysis 1s relevant to & variety of empirical
sub-fields anc & variety of theoretical pesitions,

Participants will be:

Ruth Fincher, Dept. of Seography, McMaster U,
Simon Foot, Dept. of Geography, McMaster U,
“arie Truelove, Dept. of Geography, U of Torento

Myrng Brietbart, Dept, of Social  Science,
Hampehite College, Amherst, Mazsachusefts

Briavel Holcomb, Dept. of Geography, Rutgers U.,
New Brunswick, New Jersey



NEWS FROM OTHER GROUPS

wiren and Environment International Newsietter has
3 new home ~ the Centre for Urban and Community
Studies, University of Toronto, 455 Gpading
Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M55 268,  Subscription
rates  are $7.00 a year. This s an
interdisciplinary newsletter which aims 1o
encourage links amoung profescionals, researchers,
institutions and interest groups in erder to share
information, stimulate inncvative approaches to
current jssues and develop new theories which
integrate & feminist analysis with theories of the
city, planning and envrionment, It includes beth
news tems and substantive articles and welcomes
iteme for incluzion.
Canadal
from Daun Conway of the Canadian Commission
for Unesco:  LNESCO has considered the need for
multidisciplinary resgarch on the status of women,
and for university and past-graceate training of
womar shecialists. A few examples of this are
givan helow:

- For some  post-graduate training courses
in  the earth sciences, directed to
speeialists from developing countries,
applications  from wemen are  given
priority.

LWESCD sponsors an international network
of postgraduate courses cevering fields
of hydrology,water engineering and the
management of water resources. Special
consideration is  given to  female
candidates,

- feveral post-graduate COUY 585 are
¢rgenized in industrial countries, under
IMESCO suspices.  These courses are
mainly  for university graduates from
developing countries, Efforts are made
to encourage participation by women. The
courses cover subjects such as limnelogy,
rational development  of  natural
resources,  ecosystems management  snd
integrated land use surveys, (Canadian
geographers, both male and female, have
participated in these in the past).

~ & project on the participation of local
populations, particelarly women, in the
improvement of their envircrment for
living is going to be undertaken under &
programme  aimed at  the management of
urban systems.  {This preject will focus
particularly on poor housing),

- In a programe aimed at the training of
cpecialists in  the conservation and
management  of  protected aress, the
training of women specialists is being
Ensuyed,

- In a study  of integrated develupment
pulicies, isportance {s given te the nged
to identify probleme corcerring  ihe
status of wemen and tg tase them 1inte
aoeount in development planaing,

The Canacian Cermicsion For INESCD is an advisery
and lisison body, If members of the Canstian
Women and Geegraphy group would like further
information, & copy of a IWESEQ publicatiens
catalogue, or feel that their own activities weuld
be of interest to the Commicsion, they are invited
to cortact:

Dawn Conway

Programme Cfficer (Social Sciences)
295 Aibert Streat

Gttawa, Ontario AIP 3V8

Ph: (613} 237-3408

Frem the Institute of Eritish Gengraghers Hamen and
Geography Newsletter,

Two women snd Fecaraphy sessions were held at
the Institute’s finnual Meeting, January Gtk and
&thy, 1984, e first, entitled “Sexism in
Gecgraphical Teaching®, consisted of 5 paper,
‘Bexime  antt nea-sexism  in the geegraphical
curriculum” by 5. Bewlby, and an open debate on
‘Being a femirist geographer’. The second sexxien
was entitled 'Women’s rele in changing the face of
the developing world®.  One section, "Rural Menen,
Energy &nd Time, inciuded three papers on women in
rural societies of India, Polivia and Nigeria.
The secand sectien, *Gender in the City: Women and
Health", tontained papers on  women in  the
“infermal sector’ in Namibia, domestic labour in
Mexice shanty-towrs, and women in the provision of
informal heal th-care,

Copies of the papers, and a bibliography
entitled'Homer in developing areas: a preliminary

" hibliography for geegraphers® will be available

from: Adeinisirative Aseistant, Department of
fieagraphy, Hriversity of Durham, South Roead,
Durham, DH1 BLE.

Linda Peake of the Wowen and Geography Study
Broup at Reading University wrote to say that
members of the group are engaged in the production
of & book entitied Geography and Gender which is
being publiched by  Hutchinson in “early 1984°,
The book is aimed at the upper sixth form and
first yesr undergraduates. A supplementary
rezder, for second and third year undergraduates,
will be split into cections such as develepment;
urban geography; medical geography, etc.. each of
which will contain studies of women as  subject
matters and/or with 3 feminist perspective. The
focus of these books will be on empirical studies,
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Mot PR OTHER BROVPE , o

_Britain:

From the 1BG Women and Geography Newsletter (o,
11, Autumn, 1983),

“..o it occurs to me that as well a5
prescing for opportunities to make women visible,
wnd changing course titles, anycne vesponsible for
teaching ~ should make & majer effert to treat
femais students equally, There is strong evidence
that tutors and seminar leaders tske less notice
of contributicns frem female students  {even
allowing for the tendency of such students to
psrticipate less hecsyee of their socialization),
and allow ciscuesions to be deminated by male
ctudente, Having realiced that | have been quilty
of coing something of this kind in & tutorial
recently, [ wender whsther such practices may be
widespread. Perhaps this suggests another avenve

by which recomrendations for “feminist. teaching’

might be developed,”

_ John Silk, Reading University

SQURVEY OF CANADIAN WOMEN IN GEQGRAPHY DEPARTHENTS -

One of the objectives of the Canadian Women
and Beography Specialty Broup is  to monitor the
status of women in the diseipline. In an attefpt
to provide a baseline for this process, I have
recently sent questionnaires to all heads of
Geography Departrents in Canada (see form below),

Similar surveys have been coatucted by the
Vamen and  Eneitcrment Group of  the Institute of
British Gecgraphers, and by the Committee on the
Status of Women in Geography of the Association of
Auierican Gewgraphers. 1 would like to compare
isformatiof aheut Canadian geography with the data
these groups have esilected, possibly writing up
the results for The Operational Geographer.

It‘s clear that this survey .ieaves out a

large proportion of wumen in getsraphy - all those
We ate not members of gepgraphy departments at
present, Somaone who has an idea of how ahd where
to contact these people should do 2 complementary
survey.  If you have suggestions, plezse bring
them to the Specialty Group business meeting in
Neraimo, or write to Evelyn Peters, fieography
Department, Oueen‘s University, Kingsten, Ontaris,
K7L 2NE.

Compvsition of Gecgraphy Students and Faculty,

University:

Iy
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Canadian Universities, 1983-84

leaze fill in the number of students in each categoery,

Human Geoegraphy Physical Ceoqrashy

Unclergraduates:
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|
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Ph.D. Studentst
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i
!
Hen !

Faculty

Please fill in the number of faculty in each categary,

Term:

Human Geowraphy | Physical Geography
. 1 .
1-2yrs, )2 yrs. | tenured]i-2yrs. | 22yre. | tenured;
} I ] f !

Professor:

Hamen

Hen
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Frof.:
Homen

|
I
f
|
I
!

Hen

Assistant

Komen

|
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!
|
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|
|
I
|
|
|

Hen

Lecturer:

KHomen

!
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I

I
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Post~Doctoral Fellows:

Womere | ! ]
I I ] f I
Men | i !




FUTURE RESEARCH/RESEARCH N PROGRESS

Chilorer at daycare/parents at work.

This is the name of an audie-visual kit
coreisting of 8 slide tape presentation  and
comlementary written  materisls on  workplace
Geycare, put out by the Workplace Daycare Respurce
Group in co-cperation with the City of Toronte’s
Teck Force on MWork Place Daycare,  The kit is
designed as infornation for employers and employee
groups who are censidering the implementation of
dzyrare facilities at their workplace. The kit is
-ebtainable from Martha Frieadly at (416) 976-0895

Single Parents neetds azsescment project.

Jkeddad, {.Hendrickx, H.Kmera, E.Peters, and
S.Hilliams of Queen’s University, are in the final
stages of completing their  research on  the
erploynent and educational  neede of single
perents receiving secial aseistance in Kingston,
Ontaric,  The comprebensive jroject was funded by
the Carada Emplevment and Isiqration Commission
as @ Surmer Carada Community Project for 1983,
(ne hurdred and six female heads of families
Tecelving government ascistance were interviewed
as well as twenty-five social agencies whose
clientele include single parent families,

Information was gathered for each household ond
income expenses, housing  tenure and mobility,
labour force participation, educational status,
plans and attitudes towards continuing education
or entry/re-entry into the labouy force, at well
3¢ whether they perceived any barriers to engaging
in  such activities while continuing te be
effective pavents and homemakers,

Copies of the report are available for the
cost of printing from C,Hendricky, cofo Ban Righ
Foundatior for Continuing University Edupation, 32
Queen’s Crescent, Xingsten, Ontarie, K7L 288,

Canadian Mousing Programs and the Housing Needs of
Gingle Parent Families

Fran Klodassky  and Aron Spector of ARC
Resgarch, 163 Hinton Ave, N,, Ottawa, have
received a (MHC grant to extend their work on
single-parent family housing needs. They intend
10 examine the demographic housing related
charaeteristics of Canadiah single parents wusing
1981 Census and sther recert trans-Canada Survey
Statistics, Conclusions of thiz research will be
uced te evaluate the appropriateness of selected
Canadian housing programs in meeting the peeds of
these families. (ie. vrent geared to income,
co-operative hovsing, public housirg, and non
profit housing),

Fran Klodawsky is also currently engaged in
research  for  Labour Canada  investigating
enployment opportunities for women in planning and
architecture.

Daycare Resource and Reeearch Unit

Martha Friendly has received funding frem the
Ontario Ministry of Community and Sectal Services
for the development phase of the daycare respurce
and research unit at the Centre for GUrban and
Community Studies, Tovontp. The Resource Unit
will provide public education, resesrch dats and
vesource information for social planners, pelicy
makere and cowwunity greups,  The funding from
COMBOC will contribute to & resource library that
will be cren to the public,  For more information
call Marthe at (416} 978-68¢5,

Restructuring of Childeare
Suzanne Mackenzie, Becgraphy Department of

Queen's,  has received an SEHRC post-docteral
fellowship for 1834-85 to carry out rvesearch on
the cpatial  implications of  sacial  service
restraint programe forussing on changing pat{erns
of childeare prevision in o Cenadian cities,
Kingston, Ontaric and Trzil, B.C., as weil as
comparative data from Brighton, England, Previeus
research  has  indicated that  transfer  of
responsibility from  the state zector results in
yrester velisnce on  user-run . co-ops  and
neighbourheod based home care,  The study will
investicete the extent to which this is occurring
in Trail and Kingston snd examine potential
implications for quality, evailability and
accecsibility of care, :

Envivonmentel Baselirne Dats Critique - Wollaston
Lake Reqion
Elaine Wheaton, regional representative for the
Praivie provinces has  co-suthered the above
critique  for  the Saskatchewan Mining  and

"Development Corperation as part of her work in the

Ervironmental Sciences sector of the Saskatchewan
Recearch Touncil, She i actively invelved in the
Heter Studies Institute, whose main objectives are
to hold and sponser symposia on  water-related
subjects and  to publish  such  water-related
information, Elaine reperts that the Saskatchewan

Research fourcil and  the Canadian Plains Research

Centre are intevested in * Fraivie Weather' as g

research topic and wiil be getting together to
diccuss this, Anyone interested ia this topic
should contact Elaine at the Saskatchewan Research
Counicil, 30 Campus Drive, Saskatoon, Sas. 57N 0X1.
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