. | SUInE X
- WOMEN AND GEOGRAPHY
NEWSLETTER

No, 4, SUMMER I98T,

VOLREN AND GEOGHAPHY GROUP COLLECTIVE MEETING .

This was held in London on Sunday June 2Ist, Six peaple attended; Sophice
Bowlby (Reading), Jo Foord (Kent), Jane Lewils (QNC), Suzanne MacKenzio
(Sussoex), Janet lomsen (Newoantle), and Linda Peake (Reading),

the meeting lasted all day and disoussion covered a wide runge of isiuc:
aund problems, The major 'poinis of discussion!' and subscquent decisions
arrvived at are set out bolows

1)e GROUP'S STATUS 4

With the wrefusel of the Women and Geogrophy Group's (W&a) application
for status as a 'Jtudy Group' it was agreed that the group should
continue with ite meetings end activities on an informal workingegroup
baslis, It vwes also -agreed that we should reapply for !Study Group?
sltatus next yearn,

It waﬁ gonarally agreed'that thig dis very important for the sroup w
decislonn about nominations will be made in the near future,

i1i), LINKS WITH OTIER GROURS

Janot Momsen (Newcastle) agreed to nobtifly the CSWE of the AAG of our
exiptence as a group. Newsletter 'uwaps'! vere suggestod as an important
vay of keeping in touch with each others sctivities, Suzanne Maclenzic
(Sunsex) is rotuming to Coenade iIn the Autumm and has oereod to be our
link thore, Jone Lowig (QHC) will try Yo keep both the USC and the V&C
Group informed of each others activitiesy this is particularly importen:
glven the recent 'olash! of tho URC end the V&G Group in tho 1982 IBe
conference timetable and tho considerable overlap in the rembership of
both groups,

PROBLEMS OF COMMUNICATI
Linda Peske (Reading) brought the question of the groups pogition to
other geographers to the forefront of thoe discuscion, Buzsunne MNacKenzio
(Suseox) elso ralped the important issue of the problems experienced by
undorgraduates Interested in writing digsertations/easayn on vwomen and
geography. These two pointe emphaslsed the need to provide o research
directorys It was furthor suggested that a lotter be drawn up and sent
to all departmentis,The letter should state the groups alms and stross
the supportive, research contact role of the group Inviting enyone to
contact us for furihler information. A notlce will also be sent out to
8ll departments speclfically for undergraduate notice boards,

!!z RESEARCH 3

The registeor request at the end of Newsletter 3 had a poor return
rate, Despite this it was agreed to repeat the tear-off slip in this
issue as another attempt to improve communications,

Full minutes of this meeting are available from Jo Poord,
28 Hornby Housoe, Clayton Street, London SE11,

DAY=MBLTING ¢

A daynmeeting'hma beon orgenlped for S8atuvday Sopi, 26th, at the Gong,
Dopt., University College London, The title 'PERSPRCTIVES oN FELINISH
AND _CROGRAPHY' was confirmed, The proposed programme is as follows, all
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AefRAnlone are to bae followod by menozal dlsousulony




Ali g Theory end Mothod g(outlining the debate so lar)

PIL 3 Avcos For Rescarch (uhort gynopses of arews vwhere Ieninict worl:
hos bteon or Is currently belng attompied wiih sugiestions for future work),

Speakers proposod for the moming sesslon are - Jackl Tivers end.Jo Foord
with replies [lrom Suzanne lMacKenzie and Gell Chester,
Speakers for the altemmoon sesslon heve not yet boon finalised., Proposals
to date include ~ Janet Momsen on developient,

Sophie Bowllby on Women ag consumers end shopping policy.

Vanessa Coupland on vwomen and health care,

Jane Lewls on vwomen and the restructuring of industry,
Any ceharse made will be for food and drink., Creche faclilitles ulAd be
avallsable If requented - please contact Linda MeDowell (Open University)
as soon as possible If required, I+t wos also suggested that a farves pool
should operate,
ALL MBLCOME y  BEGING AT II,00 ame

SOUTHANPTON IDBG 1982 4

The title 'The institutionalisation of gender differences' has boen agresd,
The problem of the fimetable telash! with the USC (mentioned above) hes
not baen soried out yet » but we are trying to get around the problem in
comoperatlion with the USG London collective,

PROJECTS TN PROCPESS

4)s Sophic Bowlby's (Reading) follow up %o Linds MoDowells (Opon Univeralt)
Homon in Drltish Ceographyt sbudy is now underway and »esulis will i
be availeble in due course, . : -

ii).As o result of the confucion expressed at the I90I IBE conforence
over the conncdetions between feminlsm and geography, Sophie Bowlby,

Jo Toord and Suzanne linocKenzle have recently Linished a paper on the
developmon® of femindet theoxry end ite implications for the doevelopment
of poographic thought,This article is forthooming in Ares (see bolow
tPubliocations!) o

1Y 0he Antipode fssue on women is still undexvwey - articles to be sent
to editorial collectlve by the end of July,

iv);Suzanne HacKenzle and Jonet Momsen suggested that work on Yonching
should be & priority and are golng %o approach the Joummal of Goopgraphy
in Figher Bducation with a joint paper,

PUBLICATIONS

i), Bowlby,8., Foord,J, & Mackenzie,S, 'Feminism and Geography!
fortheoming Axea (December), .

ii), Elson,D., & Pearson,R, 'The latest phase of the internationalisation
of capiltal and the implications for women in the Thixrd World! IDS
University of Sussex, 1980, )

1ii1), Hanson,S¢& P, 'Gender and Urban activity in Uppsala, Sweden!' .

Geog. Review, July 1980,

iv). Mackenzie,S. & Rose, D WAAARIVWA  ANAW q
A oo A O
M knAeveen, dussein Wwnam ¢ s ()
YNNGV W) ¥ WAL _mdmdt
Kudtrvine s,

'* Also availlable from the authors who would like to promote
disoussion, . S
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CPULURE ACTIVITIES ¢ .
To finalize the arrangements for the day meeting in September a
collective meeting is planned for the beginning of August - all

uEll be welcome = information from Jo 582 9200 (01).

COLUMEILTS 4

If you have any su.estions or comments on the projeets the collective
has undertalen or 1f you wunt any furtheor information of the Group's
activities please contaet the collective via Linda Melowell (ov), taculty
of 8ocial Selences, The Open University, Walton Hall, lillton Keynoes,

LKT7 6AA, \

SOCTAL STRATIFICATION =~ SOME FEMINIST COMMENTS.,eseess

The vast majority of academic research which has been carried out, both
in Great Britain and the United States, on social stratidfication and
mobility, has been characterised by its lack of analysis of women. The
following quote from Antony Heath's book, Soclal Mobility (Fontana,
1981) indicates the presarit state of affairs,
"Sorokin has virtually nothing to say about womeni Lipset and
Bendix's international comparisons deal exclusively with the
mobility of adult malesi Glass had data avalilable on women
but analysed only the mobility of men (although Kelsell and
Mitchell, 1959, subsequently -did report the material); Blau
and Duncan, and the Oxford Social Mobility Group restricted
themselves to male samples (although also collecting some
data on their male respondents wives and mothors)"
Heath goes on to unearth some ihteresting comments whioh illustrate
the underlying sexist approach taken in these studies,
""Thus inequalities associated with sex differences are not

usefully thought of as components of stratification®

(Parkin, Class, Inequality and Political Order 1971 pih)

and "Given that women still have to awalt their

liberation from the family it remains the case in .

capitalist societies that female workers are largely

peripheral to the class system...,...." (Giddens,

The Class Structure of the Advanced Societies 1973 p2r8)"
Such entrenched views as this however, do serve a purpose in that
they bring home to us the sheer size of the task fominists face if
the significance of their work is to be realised by academic
counterparts,There is general agreement that in the past the labour
role of women has been confined to the domestic arena or to part-time
waged labour., However, since 1945 there has been a gradual, but none
the less signlficant, change not only in family structure but in
women's employment and social status. It is the implications of these
facts which have been largely lgnored and which make a nonsense of
academioc research which choses to dgnore them still, With the
increasing number of one-parent families and single person households,
women can no longer be regarded as being located within the clanss
system goley in relation to their "supposed' dependence on men, This
18 the most fundamental point which must be scored before work
can start on looking at the overall oconsequences of women's
mobility in society and its effects on the class systom,

- Linda Peake (Reading University)
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THE COLLECTLIVE ? WHO ARE WE ? WHERE ARE WE 2444000

Sophie Bowlby = Dept of Goography, University of Reading, Whitenights,
Reading, RGO62AT

Jo Foord - Urban and Regional Studies Unit, Cornwallds, University
6f Kent, Canterbury, CT2 7TNF
Jane Lewis ~ Dept of Geography, Queen Mary College, Mile Ind Rd,
' London E2

Linda MoDowell - Faculty of Social Sciences, The Open University,
Walton Hall, Milton Keynes MK7 6AA -

Suzanne Mackenzie - Graduate PH.,Arts D, Bussex University, Falmer

Brighton, BN19QN

Janet Momsen - Dept of Geography, University of Newcastle, Newcastle
upon Tyne, NE1 88T '

Linda Peake ~ Dept of. Geography, University of Reading, Whitenights,
Reading, RG6 RAT,

This 18 how we stand at the moment -~ this collective is by no means
fixed and we would welcome others as well ag helpful hifs from those

who cannot commit much time.

STOP PRESS:

Some lato news was received as this issues was being sent out j°
Liason with the Union of Socialist Geographers over the timetable
‘plash at the 1982 IBG Conference has been successful. They have
agreed to take an evening sesslon and forego a place in the
official timetable, They will have theilr meeting with Mike Kidron
6n The State of the World Atlas on the Thursday eévening and we
will remain on the Friday afternoon, They agreed also that

it was most important that we have an official session at the
conference this year as our status will be up for review in

the spring. Dr Hoyle,the organising sec, of the conference s
verbally agreed to this arrangement,

RESEARCH RRCGTISIBR + VONEM AND GRLOCRAPLY 4
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Do you mind il we send this list %o Lhe Vomon's Resean
2. . ., € i esoarch and [ i 3
Contwe (WHNG) Tor Wheir researoh roilster 7 Yms/xra.w fehoyzons
ﬁgdreus w?cula b? ingtitutional address where possillo,
easo roturn this to ¢ Linds MeDowell, Pacultby of Social Soiencesr, "he |
Universlty, Walton Nall, Filton Koynos, NKT GAf. cotel fofencor, tio Dpen
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